
 

  

 

Submission to the Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee 

Pertuzumab (Perjeta®) 

 

12 February 2014 

 

 
 

 

Submission 

Breast Cancer Network Australia welcomes the opportunity to provide comment to the 

Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee (PBAC) on the major submission to list 

pertuzumab (Perjeta) for use in combination with trastuzumab and docetaxel for the 

treatment of patients with HER2-positive metastatic breast cancer who have not received 

prior anti-HER2 therapy or chemotherapy for metastatic disease. 

 

Pertuzumab is a new drug in Australia, having been approved for use by the Therapeutic 

Goods Administration in May 2013. BCNA members have been following its progress with 

great interest and BCNA has received a number of enquiries from women with HER2-

positive secondary breast cancer who have been attempting to access it. We note that 

pertuzumab was approved by the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for use in HER2-

positive metastatic breast cancer in 2012. In 2013, the FDA approved pertuzumab for use as 

a neoadjuvant (i.e. before surgery) treatment for patients with certain HER2-positive early 

breast cancers.

About Breast Cancer Network Australia 

Breast Cancer Network Australia (BCNA) is the peak national organisation for 

Australians personally affected by breast cancer. We support, inform, represent and 

connect people whose lives have been affected by breast cancer. We work to ensure 

that Australians diagnosed with breast cancer receive the very best support, information, 

treatment and care appropriate to their individual needs. 

 

BCNA represents more than 90,000 individual members and 300 member groups from 

across Australia. More than 3,000 of our members are women who have told us they 

have had a diagnosis of secondary (metastatic) breast cancer. The actual number is 

likely to be considerably higher. 

 

We note also that around 125 men are diagnosed with breast cancer in Australia every 

year, and that some men develop secondary breast cancer. BCNA agrees that men 

should have equal access to breast cancer treatments that are appropriate for them. As 

the vast majority of Australians diagnosed with breast cancer are women, this 

submission refers to women with breast cancer. However we believe the issues and 

benefits are the same for men with breast cancer.  
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BCNA supports the inclusion of pertuzumab on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Schedule. We 

believe it provides a valuable new treatment for people with HER2-positive disease. 

 

A large international clinical trial, CLEOPATRA, found that the addition of pertuzumab to 

trastuzumab and docetaxel resulted in significant improvement in both progression free 

survival and overall survival, with few additional toxicities. In an article published in The 

Lancet on 18 April 2013, the researchers concluded that: ‘Since this effect [significant 

improvement in overall survival] was not achieved at the expense of adverse events, this 

regimen represents a substantial improvement in standard of care for this population of 

patients’. 

 

Around 15 to 20 per cent of breast cancers are HER2-positive. People with these cancers 

have limited effective treatment options, currently only trastuzumab and lapatinib (Tykerb) (in 

combination with chemotherapy). The addition of the pertuzumab/trastuzumab/docetaxel 

combination, and trastuzumab emtansine (Kadcyla) if approved, would provide significant 

new treatment options for this group. 

 

BCNA often hears from women with secondary breast cancer about the significant costs 

associated with living with advanced disease. 

Being a long term [breast cancer] patient, my family has incurred significant expense due to 

my health - $30,000 out of pocket over the years. – Karen, BCNA member with secondary 

breast cancer  

 

Most people will not be able to afford to pay for pertuzumab if it is not subsidised. Indeed, 

even accessing it through the current patient access program, with a patient contribution of 

$12,864, will be difficult for many. 

 

My niece has recently been diagnosed with secondary breast cancer. She starts on Perjeta 

today, but because it is not on the PBS she will have to contribute nearly $13,000. I'm 

shocked. She is a public patient. How ridiculous for someone on a low income. I know I could 

never pay it. – Pam, BCNA Online Network user 

 

It is important that pertuzumab is subsidised by government to ensure all eligible people can 

access it. Without government funding, we will see a two-tier treatment system where those 

who can find the funding will have access to pertuzumab, while those who cannot, will not.  

Living with advanced cancer puts an enormous stress on families. Decisions about whether 

to pay for an expensive treatment can create conflict when that money also needs to be 

spent elsewhere. It leaves women feeling guilty that they are spending money on treatments 

when the family really needs it for other things. – Lynne, BCNA member with secondary 

breast cancer  
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BCNA strongly urges the PBAC to recommend the inclusion of pertuzumab on the PBS. It 

provides an important new first-line treatment for people with HER2-positive secondary 

breast cancer. It is important that this drug is available to everyone who can benefit from it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Kathy Wells 

Policy Manager 

 

kwells@bcna.org.au  
(03) 9805 2562 
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