
 

 

 
Australia’s leading breast cancer consumer advocacy organisation has welcomed proposed changes to 
legislation to make it easier for Australians living with a terminal illness, including secondary (advanced) 
breast cancer, to access their superannuation early and tax-free.  
 
Christine Nolan, CEO of Breast Cancer Network Australia (BCNA), said she was delighted to learn that 
the Federal Government is moving to change the rules to the legislation governing early access to 
superannuation under the terminal illness provisions.    
 
The proposed changes announced today will extend the life expectancy provision period from twelve 
months to two years. 
 
Ms Nolan said the changes will not only assist women living with secondary breast cancer but also many 
thousands of other Australians living with a terminal illness.  
 
“BCNA has been advocating for changes to the terminal illness provisions for several years and I would 
like to thank Minister Frydenberg for acting so swiftly once the matter was personally brought to his 
attention,” Ms Nolan said.  
 
Currently women living with terminal breast cancer who wish to access their superannuation tax-free 
require two medical specialists to certify that they have less than twelve months to live. 
 
“Many of BCNA’s members have expressed their frustration at the complex application process that 
currently exists and their doctor’s reluctance to sign forms that predict that they will die within twelve 
months,” Ms Nolan explained.  
 
A recent BCNA survey of over 580 women living with secondary breast cancer found that more than 60 
per cent of women living with incurable breast cancer experience financial difficulty as a result of their 
diagnosis. 170 women in the survey reported that they had been unable to access their superannuation 
even though they needed to. 
 
Ms Nolan said many women with late stage breast cancer cannot work due to their illness and are in 
financial crisis, struggling to meet their day to day expenses including out-of-pocket treatment costs. 
 
“Understandably it is extremely distressing and frustrating for these women to know that they have 
money in their super fund that they are unable to access, particularly since they know that they will not 
live to enjoy retirement,” Ms Nolan said. 
 
Linda Young, a BCNA member living with secondary breast cancer, said the change was a huge step for 
women like her.  
 
“Changing the provision from 12 months to two years will mean that I can access funds to allow me to 
spend time with my three young children, take a holiday together and do things with them that I won't 
always be well enough to do,” Linda said. 
 
“It also means that when the time comes when I can no longer care for myself I can pay to have round-
the-clock care at home rather than have to go to hospital which is really important to me. Accessing my 
superannuation is the only way that I can make this possible". 
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BCNA is calling upon the Federal Government to ensure that superannuation providers and health 
professionals are made aware of the changes along with the broader community including financial 
advisers and Centrelink staff who are often the first point of contact for terminally ill patients in financial 
distress.  
 
“BCNA will continue our advocacy efforts on behalf of our 100,000 members to ensure that the 
legislative changes come into effect as soon as possible and that women understand their rights under 
the provision,” Ms Nolan said.  
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About Breast Cancer Network Australia (BCNA) 

Breast Cancer Network Australia (BCNA) is the peak national organisation for Australians personally 
affected by breast cancer. BCNA works to ensure that Australians affected by breast cancer receive the 
very best support, information, treatment and care appropriate to their individual needs. 
 
Visit us at www.bcna.org.au to find out more about our programs and services, including the free My 
Journey Kit for women newly diagnosed with breast cancer or our free  Hope & Hurdles kit for women 
diagnosed with secondary breast cancer.  
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