
Outrage as Government keeps vital new medicines off PBS

Sick face drug delay
Lucie van den Berg
medical reporter

PATIENTS could miss out
on new medicines after drug
makers warned they could
delay introducing new
therapies to Australia over
the Federal Government's
decision to stall funding for
seven drugs.

Cancer support groups,
pharmaceutical companies
and patient advocates have
expressed concern and out-
rage over the deferral of
medicines on the Pharma-
ceutical Benefits Scheme.

Submissions to the Sen-
ate inquiry on the Govern-
ment's administration of
the PBS claim the Gov-
ernment is ignoring the ad-
vice of its own independent
Pharmaceutical Benefits
Advisory Committee, which
recommends clinically
effective and cost-effective
drugs.

The Breast Cancer Net-
work Australia said it was

concerned that deferral of in-
cluding medicines on the
PBS severely restricted ac-
cess to important drugs and
set a "dangerous precedent".

It expressed concern that
women with breast cancer
might be left unable to pay
for expensive medicines.

The Australian Medical As-
sociation said denying access
to medicines was a "crude
and blunt instrument" to at-
tempt to control spending.

There are concerns it will
create a two-tier health sys-
tem. "For many people af-
fected by cancer and surviv-
ing on low incomes, even
relatively inexpensive medi-
cines become a significant
financial burden," Cancer
Voices Australia said.

The Consumers Health
Forum of Australia said it
had an unprecedented level
of concern from its members
about the changes to the

PBS listing process.
Queensland cancer

patient Carol Hughes de-
scribed the decision as hor-
rendous. "It (the Govern-
ment) should be ashamed of
its actions. The reality is
people die."

Medicines Australia said
just over 40 per cent of its
members were considering
delaying bringing medicines
for cancer, diabetes, cardio-
vascular and mental health
drugs to Australia.

It also said the deferral
was making it more difficult
for companies to attract in-
vestment in clinical trials.

But the Department of
Health and Ageing sub-
mission said the current fis-
cal circumstances meant
PBS listings would be sub-
ject to the same government
scrutiny as other spending
measures. It insisted that
the Government had always

made the final decision
on listing medicines and
vaccines.

"Importantly, high-cost
innovative medicines
that treat serious or life-
threatening conditions con-
tinue to be listed."

More than 50 submissions
have come from groups in-
cluding Diabetes Australia,
Cystic Fibrosis Australia,
the Australian Lung Foun-
dation and Arthritis Aus-
tralia.
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'Even relatively
inexpensive
medicines become
a significant
financial burden'
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