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Introduction 

 

BCNA welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Medical Services Advisory Committee 

Consultation Decision Analytic Protocol (DAP) for the use of F-FDG PET (PET) in proven 

locally advanced, suspected locally and regionally recurrent, and suspected metastatic 

breast cancers. 

 

BCNA supports the proposed application to list PET for these purposes. 

 

We acknowledge that PET scans are appropriate for only a small proportion of women with 

breast cancer. For those women, however, they are an important tool to assist in the 

evaluation and staging of their breast cancer.   

 

PET scans are used to help confirm a diagnosis where other imaging, such as ultrasound 

and MRI, is inconclusive. The correct diagnosis is, of course, vital to ensuring a woman 

receives the treatment most appropriate for her. A woman diagnosed with secondary 

(metastatic) breast cancer may be treated quite differently to a woman diagnosed with early 

breast cancer. 

About Breast Cancer Network Australia 

Breast Cancer Network Australia (BCNA) is the peak national organisation for 

Australians personally affected by breast cancer. We support, inform, represent and 

connect people whose lives have been affected by breast cancer. We work to ensure 

that Australians diagnosed with breast cancer receive the very best support, information, 

treatment and care appropriate to their individual needs. 

 

BCNA represents more than 90,000 individual members and 300 member groups from 

across Australia.  



 

 

For example, a woman with hormone-positive secondary breast cancer may be treated 

initially with a hormone therapy, rather than a harsher chemotherapy that may be 

recommended for a woman with hormone positive early breast cancer. This provides her with 

a better quality of life.  If the cancer was HER2-positive, a woman with secondary breast 

cancer would be able to receive on-going Herceptin treatment, rather than the 12 months of 

Herceptin provided for women with early breast cancer. 

 

The lack of a Medicare rebate can preclude some women from being able to access a PET 

scan. At a cost of up to $1000, many women are not in a position to afford a PET scan on top 

of their other imaging, treatment and care costs. Out of pocket costs can be significant for 

women with secondary breast cancer. 

 

Being a long term [breast cancer] patient, my family has incurred significant expense due to 

my health - $30,000 out of pocket over the years. – Karen, BCNA member with secondary 

breast cancer 

 

Those women fortunate to access PET scans have told us that they had significant benefits. 

 

The results of my CT scan did not provide my medical oncologist with enough information to 

determine the best treatment for me. I had a PET scan which clearly showed metastasis in 

my shoulder. My oncologist was then able to recommend the most suitable treatment for me. 

This has given me real peace of mind. – Marlene, BCNA member with secondary breast 

cancer 

 

Given the significant impact PET scans can have on breast cancer staging and subsequent 

treatment decisions for some women, BCNA believes they should attract a Medicare rebate 

for the circumstances specified in the DAP. BCNA urges the committee to recommend that 

they be listed on the MBS. 

 

BCNA thanks the Medical Services Advisory Committee for the opportunity to provide 

comment on this proposal. For further information, please contact me on (03) 9805 2562 or 

at kwells@bcna.org.au.  

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Kathy Wells 
Policy Manager 
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