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Submission 
 
Breast Cancer Network Australia welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback to the 
National Health and Medical Research Council’s (NHMRC) public statement ‘Thermal 
Imaging for Early Breast Cancer Detection’. 
 
As an organisation representing more than 64,000 Australians affected by breast cancer,  
BCNA is often contacted by women to ask whether thermography is a suitable 
alternative to mammography. So we know that there remains a great deal of confusion 
amongst the general public about the role and credibility of thermography in breast 
cancer detection.  
 
BCNA supports the NHMRC statement that informs consumers of the issues 
surrounding thermography, and we commend the NHMRC for taking this step. We do 
have some comments relating to the NHMRC statement however, which are discussed 
below. 
 
 
Section 1: NHMRC statement 
 
BCNA notes the statement “screening mammograms have the ability to detect breast 
cancer at a much smaller size; therefore reducing the number of deaths from breast 
cancer.” While the benefits and evidence that supports the use of screening 
mammograms are outlined in this section, there is no mention that mammography is in 
fact the evidence-based gold standard of care in Australia, for detecting breast cancer in 
women without symptoms. BCNA recommends that this point be included and 
emphasised in the statement. 
 

About Breast Cancer Network Australia 
Breast Cancer Network Australia is the peak national organisation for Australians 
personally affected by breast cancer. We empower, inform, represent and link 
together people whose lives have been affected by breast cancer.  
 
BCNA represents more than 64,000 individual members and 315 Member Groups 
from across Australia. 
 
BCNA works to ensure that women diagnosed with breast cancer and their families 
receive the very best information, treatment, care and support possible – no matter 
who they are or where they live. BCNA is represented by the pink lady silhouette. The 
pink lady depicts the organisation’s focus – women diagnosed with breast cancer.   
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Section 2: Consumer Focused FAQs 
 
BCNA notes the question „If thermography is not effective for early breast cancer 
detection or screening, why is it available?‟ While BCNA strongly supports the inclusion 
of this question to explain why thermography is still available, the answer itself is 
confusing. On one hand, it states that thermography is approved for use by the 
Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA), but on the other hand it states that 
thermography devices have been removed from the Australian Resister of Therapeutic 
Goods (ARTG).  
 
In speaking with the TGA, BCNA understands that the removal of thermography devices 
from the ARTG in January 2011 means that: 

 As of January 2011, new thermography devices cannot be supplied to, or sold in, 
Australia 

 Existing thermography devices that were purchased in Australia prior to the 
removal of thermography devices from the ARTG can continue to be used.  

 
Given this, stating that thermography devices „have been approved for use by the 
Therapeutic Goods Administration’ is not necessarily correct. BCNA recommends that 
this section be clarified to reflect the information provided by the TGA, and emphasis be 
placed on the removal of thermography devices from the ARTG. 
 
BCNA also notes that the statement does tell consumers what to do if they would like 
more information on thermography. We recommend the inclusion of an additional 
consumer focused question „What do I do if I want to find out more information?‟ which 
could direct consumers to a variety of information sources, including their general 
practitioner, and good quality evidence-based online sources like the Cancer Australia 
website1.  
 
 
BCNA’s Consumer Representative Program 
 
In our internationally recognised Seat at the Table Program, BCNA’s trained Consumer 
Representatives represent the experience and views of thousands of women affected by 
breast cancer in a wide range of forums including national, state, territory and local 
committees, working parties and conferences. They also provide critical reviews of 
resources being developed for women with breast cancer, for example, Cancer 
Australia’s information booklet „Guide for women with early breast cancer‟.  
 
In the past, BCNA Consumer Representatives have been appointed to a number of 
different NHMRC committees, and we would be pleased to provide another Consumer 
Representative to assist in the development of this statement, and any other breast 
cancer related consumer resources. If you would like more information on BCNA’s Seat 
at the Table Program, or to request a Consumer Representative, please visit our website 
at http://www.bcna.org.au/about-bcna/advocacy/consumer-representatives.  
 
 

                                                
1
 http://www.canceraustralia.gov.au/  

http://www.bcna.org.au/about-bcna/advocacy/consumer-representatives
http://www.canceraustralia.gov.au/
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback to this NHMRC statement. For further 
information on our submission, please contact Annie Gayed, Policy Officer, on (03) 9805 
2595 or at agayed@bcna.org.au. 
 
 
 

 
 
Michelle Marven 
National Policy Manager 

mailto:agayed@bcna.org.au

